
People of Ontario vs the OMA

~ore and more of us feel it's wrong for the OMA to have so
much power in our health care syste~. Doctors show us over
and over again that their training is in medicine, not
health, and that they have trouble with the idea that
anything except medicine, as defined by the politics of
their committees, affects health.

Without going into the problems we've had, let's look at
other examples. Doctors have labelled other practitioners,
including chiropracters, as quacks. They've said epileptics
are 'possessed', that acupuncture doesn't exist, that
electroshock is good, that various carcinogenic, mutagenic,
and otherize toxic chemicals are safe, that radical
mastectomy is necessary when it's not, that emergency health
care will save more lives than preventive when the reverse
is true, and that midwives and nurses, being women, are
unable to handle the responsibility that doctors bear.
Books have been written, but if thev're studied in medical
school, it's since the current medi~al power brokers were
there.

Scholars tell us our health has improved with social
progress, improved housing, income, and so on. I'd place
the OMA somewhere at the end of the parade of social
progress, dragging along behind, rather than having brought
us the health improvement doctors so love to brag about.
Listen to other patients rights and advocacy groups not
under the patronizing direction of physicians. The number
of such groups is rapidly growing, as so many others run up
against the same problem.

A high propcrtion of the people who've been diagnosed as
having Environmental Sensitivities are women. I confess,
with embarassment, that the OMA's general attitude of acting
certain when in fact ignorant is typical of many males, and
that doctors seem to puff up their manes a bit more when
dealing with women. They publicly contradict the
experiences of women with this disease, just as they've
abused their position of technical skill in the past, by
making moral pronouncements in individual women's
reproductive rights, by blocking efforts to provide for rape
victims, by counselling women to endure an amouunt of abuse,
by not repcrting child abuse and incest until prodded for
years by concerned groups.

Dr. Kildare and Ben Casey were heroes, often precisely
because they refused to allow medical politics to
inte~fere with their patients well being. They didn't do
what the OMA is doing in the name of doctors in this
province. when people with Environmental Sensitivities
think of these sleazy guys going after our money when so
much else is needed, and, GOD FORBID, going after more power
when they stand in the way of health care for several
groups, let's not confuse'their self-interest with heroism.
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