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HEALTH MINISTRY TO FUND INNOVATIVE
ENVIRONMENTAL SENSITIVITY CLINIC

TORONTO -- Health Minister Ruth Grier today announced funding of $2.5 million for
Canada's first environmental illness research and clinical program.

The Environmental Health Clinic will assess patients and facilitate their care. It will be
located at Women's College Hospital. The Ministry of Health, Women's College
Hospital and the University of Toronto are partners in the project.

The scope of the research on environmental sensitiVity will include diagnosis, '
treatment and prevention. However, the initial focus of the research will be on
clarifying the definition of the disorder and establishing guidelines for diagnosis. The
University of Toronto will administer the research.

"I'm proud to be announcing the creation of this important clinic that will serve both
patients and sci~nce, " Mrs. Grier said. "It is important that we improve the quality of
care for people with these disorders. For too long we have neglected the effects of
environmental factors on our health. This is an important step to change that."

Dr. Gail McKeown-Eyssen of the department of preventive medicine and biostatistics,
University of Toronto, will direct the research. "We hope the results of the unit's
research will ultimately help doctors to diagnose this illness. That means better care
for patients."

~r. Bill MacLeod, President and CEO of Women's College Hospital said, "Working in
collaboration with the University of Toronto research team, we will develop protocols
for assessment. We hope to establish a network of doctors with expertise so that
patients can be referred for specialised care."

An advisory board will help determine priorities for the clinical/research program.

This program is the major part of the ministry's initiative on non-specific disorders. A
new provincial advisory committee will be established so that information may be
provided to doctors, other caregivers and consumers.

Providers and those needing information on the program can call toll-free;
1-800-417-7092.
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Kathy Isles, holds an MD from the University of Toronto, and an FRCP in occupational
health. Prior to this she obtained a B.A.Sc. and a M.A.Sc. in chemical engineering
from the University of Toronto. Since 1984, she has worked in the Family Practice
Health Centre at Women's· College Hospital. Dr. Isles has a great deal of experience

. in the occupational health area and an interest in industrial toxicology.

Gail McKeown Eyssen, holds a Ph.D. in Epidemiology and is Associate Professor in
, the Department of Preventive Medicine and Biostatistics at the University of Toronto.

She is Director of the Master's Degree and Ph.D. Programs in Epidemiology.
Professor Eyssen has investigated the role of environmental influences on health
which range from the influence of diet in cancer to methylmercury exposure and
neurological abnormalities. Since 1989, Dr. Eyssen has served as a member of the
former ministry Advisory Committee for Environmental Hypersensitivity and has
undertaken research into the epidemiology of multiple chemical sensitivity.
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