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Disabled activist prepared to go to jail

Wnile other authorities have been helpful, many requests to end bigotry in Health and
Welfare (bigotry that has been extremely damaging to the environmentally sensitive)
have failed, including appeals to the Deputy Prime Minister and the Prime Minister.
As a result I've decided to wi thhold lily taxes for tJle past three years, both as a way
of stating that the Mulroney government has broken its social contract, and in lieu
of compensation for damages.

After two years of ignoring and lying about the issue, even after being informed of
several deaths, instead of responding in an adult manner to a long series of
complaints, Jake Epp's office sent the advertisement on the reverse to the Ottawa
Police and asked them to deal with this "nuisance". Health and Welfare has issued
statements which, uncorrected, continue to be severely damaging to me and my pals,
and we have been after them, but really•••

The "FRESH AIR Brick" was "invented" to draw attention to a serious problem without
being maudlin. (People committed suicide in response to bigotry created by .
Lr-responsible statements from health officials.) While the focus is on pollution in
office buildings, the underlying concern is to put a stop to ongoing damages to the
environmentally sensitive caused by damaging statements made from a position of
i~orance by spokespersons at Health and Welfare Canada and the provincial
ministries of health.

About two and a half million Canadians and countless others heard or read about the
issue as a result of the Brick, through inquiries from journalists in every province,
and from Honolulu, Hawaii, to Bitburg, Germany. Without exception, both the
hu.rnourous intention and the real message of the "FRESH AIR Brick" were understood by
reporters and interviewers, almost wit.hout explanation. M9.ny journalists who called
were bothered by low-level pollution in their own workplace. (Some said the Brick is
a smashing idea.)

The Hon Bernard Valcourt invited me to apply to open a Brick factory at taxpayers'
expense. The Brick was registered with the "Bureau of Medical Devices" (in Health
and Welfare, believe it or not), as a "radiation-free" ceramic device for use in
"preventive medicine". We even survived an investigation ordered by the Minister of
Consumer and Corporate Affairs, for false advertising - Not Guilty.

More important, activities associated with Brick brought funding to rehabilitate the
homes of people with this disability, and letters of support from 13 cabinet
ministers, (all the important ones except Mr. Epp). The "FRESH AIR Brick" also
helped get funding for a national conference on the subject (through David Crombie's
and Tom McMillan's offices), at which we were proud (at long last) to announce our
official legitimacy in Ontario and a couple of other provinces.

Jean-Charles Girourard, replying to a call to The Hon Elmer Mackay's office (Revenue
Canada) tells me that my refusal to co-operate with taxation officials will soon land
me in jail. (I invite his minister to do as he pleases.)
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coverage, both locally and nationally, has brought great relief.


