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Premier David Peter.on joined with the Boy Scouts of Canada in a special Queen's Park tree planting cere
mony to help mark National Forest Week. (See story on page 3).

Free trade must be pursued

Public paranoid
about chemicals,
says OFIA chief

I,

During the last 20 years,
Mr. Bird noted, the pulp and
paper industry in Ontario has
successfully reduced the dis
charge of suspended solids
by 92 per cent and BOO
(biochemical oxygen de
mand) by 71 per cent, at a
cost of more than $1 billion
in current dollars.

Recovery of process chem
icals resulted in further im
provements, he stated.

Converted
"Some chemicals are re

covered for re-use in the pro
cess, others are converted into
commercial by-products like
industrial alcohol, artificial
vanilla extract and road sur
face binder."

The president of the On
tario Forest Industries Asso
ciation charges that public
concern for the environment
is being blown out of propor
tion by "paranoia over the
use of chemicals in the forest
industry".

Ian D. Bird blamed public
misconceptions on the sen
sationalizing of little-under
stood issues by the news me
dia; to the scientific commu
nity for narrowing detection
limits to parts per trillion,
and to special interest groups
and "the politicians they
pursue".

He compared one part per
trillion to one drop of ver
mouth in 250,000 barrels of
gin, adding that "the mere
occurrence of a toxic chem
ical does not necessarily
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Focus on awareness

"ruurman.I'"reSloent &. l,;.t:.u.
Abitibi-Price Inc.

Canadian business cannot
operate in isolation from the
rest of the world. We need to
expand our awareness of, and
involvement in, public affairs.

One issue in particular de
mands attention and leader
ship at this time. That is
the proposed comprehensive
trade agreement with United
States.

Let me, at the outset, state
our company's position: Abi
tibi-Price fully endorses the
federal government's initia
tive to negotiate a bilateral
comprehensive trade agree
ment with the U.S.

Ever since Prime Minister
Mulroney launched his trade
initiative in the Speech from
the Throne in November of
1984, it has been the subject
of spirited debate, at least in
the Canadian media. Thus far,
the opponents to freer trade
have commanded many of the
headlines and have eroded
public support.

This is regrettable. I believe
that the business community
must accept some of the re
sponsibility for this. We were,
as a group, conspicuously si
lent in the early stages of the
debate.

Now as the momentum in
creases and we look forward
to a draft agreement some
time this summer, we have a
contribution to make.

Not all of the business
community supports freer
trade, but I do believe we all
have a responsibility to make
our views known - to stand
up and be counted.

Churchill once said that

or government, except tor all
those other fonns that have
been tried. Free trade may be
like Churchill's democracy 
not perfect but better than
the alternatives.

BERND K. KOKEN

And the alternatives these
days are frightening.

Increased protectionism
erodes the fibre of interna
tional trade. Enforcement of
U.S. trade law and increased
trade harassment strain tradi
tional bonds of friendship.

Abitibi-Price views this as a
very serious threat to Canada
as a whole. U.S. is Canada's
greatest trading partner and
our company's biggest cus
tomer. We share the federal
government's concern of en
suring access to that market.

There are those who say
we should leave things as they
are, but I suggest they are in
dulging in wishful thinking.
The choice is not between
free trade or the status quo.

The fact is that there is no
status quo.

curea access to the u.~. mar
ket - with long-tenn oppor
tunities for jobs and wealth
creation - or increased trade
harassment of the sort we re
cently witnessed in softwood
lumber.

We have evaluated the im
pact of a bilateral trade agree
ment on Abitibi-Price and
have identified the potential
for some degree of damage
of our domestically-oriented
businesses.

Freer trade would allow
U.S. printers to offer a very
competitive product in our
market. We know our print
ing paper customers are pro
fessional managers who, given
time to adapt, will be able to
compete effectively in the
wider North American mar
ket that freer trade will make
available to them. But it does
require an appropriate adjust
ment period to pennit time
to. restructure within a new
competitive environment.

Newsprint, on the other
hand, already enjoys duty
free entry to the U.S. market
and so would be unaffected.

(Continued on page 8)

The Canada-Ontario For
est Resource Development
Agreement will contribute
$500,000 over the next two
years toward a public aware
ness campaign. All other pro
vincial forestry agreements
will con tribute as well.

Year one will focus on
promoting public awareness
and improving image and
profile for the forest sector.

Year two will deal with

wnnOUI some assessme-nr or-
coneentration".

Benefits

Mr. Bird quoted remarks
by Howard Rapson, profes
sor emeritus of chemical en
gineering at the University of
Toronto, that "the benefits
of carefully controlled use of
chemicals for food produc
tion, weed control, insect
control, prevention and cure
of disease, maintenance of
health and enrichment of hu
man life must be weighed
against the risks involved"

He also quoted from a pa
per given in 1984 by an em
inent U.S. environmental au
thority. Edith Efron, which
indicated that natural carcin
ogens are to be found in
our food supply and in our
cooking.

"The lessons to be learned
from these experts before the
zealots undertake virtual elim
ination of industrial chemicals
is that a host of toxic sub
stances occur in nature and
that they all have a threshold
level below which they do no
harm," Mr. Bird told the Fort
William Rotary Club.

more specific regional issues;
regeneration, insect and di
sease control, spraying and
logging and cutting. -

The Hon. G.S. Merrithew,
Minister of State for Forests
and Mines, and the Hon. Vin
cent Kerrio, Minister of Nat
ural Resources, believe that
it is possible to plan the uses
of the forest to benefit every
one if all Canadians work
together.

lD. (1OE) BIRD

Mr. Bird said the pulp and
paper industry is currently
participating "willingly and
openly" with the Ministry of
the Environment in the Mu
nicipal Industrial Strategy for
Abatement (MISA). This pro
gram, he added, will lead ul
timately to regulated limits
of toxic contaminants in pulp
mill effluents.

Mr. Bird also referred to
another environmental con
cern which was attracting
public attention to the forest
industry - the use of chemi
cal pesticides in forest man
agement.

He said chemical insecti
cides are essential for protec
tion of the aging forest against
insects such as the spruce
and jackpine budwonn which
have been ravaging north
western Ontario forests.

He also referred to the
need to use chemical herbi
cides in low dosages to dis
courage weeds from inhibit
ing the growth of crop trees.

Mr. Bird noted that unlike
farm crops that require re
peated herbicide treatment in
a single season, forest crops
require only one or two appli
cations in their 60-year life


