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July 19, 1985

Chr if Brown
190 Towe 1 Avenue
Apt. 4
Ottawa, Ontario
JUS 2A5

Dear Chris Brown:

This is in response to your phone calls of July 16 and 17, 1985
concerning ~Environmental i11nesses~ and the article published in the
Citizen which you consider to be discriminatory as the author attributed
the source of these illnesses to be psychosomatic,

First, may I explain to you that the Canadian Human Rights
Commission is responsible for the application of the Canadian Human
Rights Act. This Act came into effect on March I, 1978 and prohibits
discrimination in employment practices and in the provision of goods,
services and accommodatIon on the basis of race, national or ethnic
origin, colour. religion, age, sex, marital status, family status,
disability or conviction for which a pardon has been granted. The Act
appUes to those institutions which come under federal jurisdiction,
including feder~l departments snd sgencies and Crown corporations. It
also applies to federally regulated businesses snd industries such 8S

banks, airlines and railways.

AB you can see our jurisdiction does not include newpapers.
Howevel'. I would like to reiterate to you that in spite of the
juridictional problem, you could file a complaint if you wish to do so.
I would then send it to the Commission with a recommendation that it be
dismissed because the Commission is Dot empowered to deal with newspapers
organizations.

AB requested I am sending you a copy of the Act.

,I look forward to reading the documentation you are going to
send on that subject. ~st assured that the material supplied will be
assessed 00 its merit and should it fall with our mandate, we will be
pleased to 8ssist you in this matter.

Yours sincerely.

Diane Fecteau
Human Rights Officer
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