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(Washington) The House Government Operations Committee issued a report
earlier this month charging that the federal government failed to protect the
accuracy and objectivity of publicly-funded medical research. The report
charged that this places the public health at risk.

The bipartisan report is entitled "Are Scientific Miscondut and
Conflicts of Interests Hazardous to Our Health?" The study was conducted
over a three-year period by the Human Resources and Intergovernmental
Relations Subcommittee of the Government Operations Committee.

"The U.S. government spends almost $8 billion on health-related research
every year, but provides few safeguards to make sure that the research is
accurate and unbiased," said Rep. Ted Weiss (D-N.Y.), subcommittee chair.

Weiss added, "When allegations are made of scientific misconduct or
conflict of interest involving federal funds, those allegations should be
investigated immediately, and any problems should be corrected.
Unfortunately, the U.S. Public Health Service has failed in that
responsibility, thus endangering the public health."

The report reviewed ten cases where scientific misconduct was charged.
Several of the cases involved financial conflicts of interest and all
included one or more universities that are major recipients of federal
research grants.

These cases involved cancer research, antibiotics for children's ear
infections, heart attack medication and other important categories.

The report revealed that, in most of the cases, allegations of
misconduct resulted in superficial and biased investigations conducted by the
university.

In some cases workers who charged there were problems lost their federal
grants or are fighting to keep their jobs, while the scientists they reported
for wrongdoing were exonerated by the university.

Rep. John Conyers (D-Mich.), chair of the House Government Operations
Committee, said, "We are reporting some extremely troubling findings that
there are serious conflicts of interest and coverups of conflicts of interest
in federally-funded research on the health of the American people. We cannot
allow the risk to our lives and health that these conflicts of interest
innevitably bring about."

The report recommended that new laws or regulations are needed to
restrict honoraria, consulting fees, stock ownership, and other financial
conflicts of interest for scientists who conduct federally-funded biomedical
research. It also called for legislation to protect "whistle-blowers," the
workers who report the wrongdoing.
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