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I am writing to you as Opposition Critic for the Status of Disabled Persons, and as a
member ofthe House of Commons Standing Committee on Human Rights and the Status
of Disabled Persons.

As you know, the federal government terminated the Court Challenges Program in
February. This program has been absolutely vital in promoting the rights of disabled
Canadians and other disadvantaged groups. The program funded test cases that helped
define the equality rights sections of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. As the Canadian
Bar Association has noted, IIConstitutional rights which are neither defined nor enforced are
hollow and of little value.1I Without this program, a number of important disability rights test
cases will not be able to proceed in the courts.

You may be interested to know that the Standing Committee on Human Rights and the
Status of Disabled Persons has called a number of key witnesses to testify in support of
this program. The witnesses include former Supreme Court Justices Brian Dickson and
Bertha Wilson, Chief Commissioner Maxwell Yalden of the Canadian Human Rights
Commission, and Official Languages Commissioner Victor Goldbloom. The committee has
also called Justice Minister Kim Campbell and Minister of Multiculturalism and Citizenship
Gerry Weiner as witnesses.

The Liberal Party has called for the immediate reinstatement of the program. I am
enclosing statements that I have made in the House of Commons on this subject.

The Liberal Party is also issuing a petition to affected groups across the country which we
hope will add to the pressure on the government to reinstate the program. Liberal MPs will
present completed petitions in the House of Commons. I am enclosing a number of
petitions for your use. Please feel free to photocopy and distribute them Widely. I would
urge you to return completed petitions to me as soon as possible (postage-free).
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I would also encourage your organization and concerned individuals to write or call the
Prime Minister's Office, and the offices of the Minister of Justice, and the Minister of
Multiculturalism and Citizenship. I am enclosing their addresses, telephone numbers and
fax numbers. Members of your organization may also want to call or write to their own
Members of Parliament.

This government has been known to reverse unpopular and unfair decisions in the past.
The Liberal Party will continue to call in the strongest possible terms for the reinstatement
of this worthy program. It is unlikely, however, that the government will be swayed unless
there is a strong show of protest from affected groups.

Yours sincerely,

Beth Phinney, M.P.
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