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Dear Mr. Caccia:

Thank you for your letter of February 12, 1992,
concerning environmental sensitivities.

I appreciate your comments about the progress
made on this front by my Department in collaboration
with others. Efforts to gain knowledge and understand
ing of the issue will continue.

As you may know, the Department of National
Health and Welfare Ylntinues to regard this as an
important area and has been working on it for some time.
The Laboratory Centre for Disease Control (L.C.D.C.) of
the Health Protection Branch has the lead role in my
Department and all other departmental activities are
coordinated· accordingly i:qa support role. A number of
important research oriented activities have been
undertaken in L.C.D.C.

When considering the need for paychiatric
screening and other services, it is important to keep
the federal and provincial health care roles in ,
perspective. Under the Constitution, the delivery o!
health care services, including mental health services,
falls within provincial and territorial jurisdiction.
As Minister of National Health and Welfare I h~ve no
direct input into the selection, development or
management of systems for clinical screening and
diagnosis, or related matters pertaining to clinical
practice and the operation of medical institutions. I
therefore cannot intervene in these matters.
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My Department will, however, continue
monitoring health matters pertaining to environmental
sensitivity. As appropriate, and as resources allow, my
officials will continue to assist the scientific search
for knowledge in this area and will make results widely
available. Any new developments can be taken into
consideration in provincial and territorial jurisdic
tions when diagnosis and treatment decisions are made.

I hope my comments are helpful. Thank you
again for your interest in this area.

with every best wish.

Yours sincerely,

Benoit Bouchard


